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NOEL HAWKEN, in London, says; "Don’'t mention Flying Soucers’

BRITAIN WONT GET

EACITED
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@ This might seem a Fly-
ing Soucer, but it s
merely a trick with en
ashtray and the city in the
background.

OUE."_:TI_Q__I:IS_M' _high gff_i:ial a_nd
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e m e —n e —eermewr  ——
N scientific level about British in-
terest in flying saucers are met with a
smile—but that does not mean Britain

is dozing through the age of luminous
chinaware. membered that reports of

unidentified objects over
With customary these islands are not a

pragmatic COMMON ,yelty.
sense British experts They have been reaching
are obtaining all the the authorities ecclesiastical

i and secular for at least 700
nformation “’IGY can, vears. If all the reported

sifting it and froaming objects had been real dos-
assorted hypotheses to siers would exist of an extra-
lain it ordinary collection of broom-

| explan . stick  witches, dragons,

comets, seraphim, and devils
| They believe it absurd —comparable with the phan.

at present to ask: “What yasmagoria of Hieronymus
are Flying Saucers?” or Bosch.
“Where do Flying

Saucers come from?” C'oll CC'M
That merely begs the
question. g ' URRENT research is

They prefer questions like: at various levels and
. "What causes so many people of various qualities. For
' to report flying objects? example, the Air Ministry
What are the real experi- oy 5 ynit collecting and
ences of these people, and oyamining all reports of un-

how can they be explained? j4entified flying objects (it

“Do their reports and sup-
positions add at all to our g:;%irgfﬁ the term Flying

- knowledge?

i . Reports are classified ac-
. ports :rt:h:gm:?:ti agrlg:t. rc?n cording to the reliability of
t-h!}' ‘ctu‘nr jm'pl}t?" the source, details of ﬂn'.II.

If the British seem a little Weather, and so on. In this

| . way most objects have al-
detached, it has to be re- 4. “heen accounted for.

On others, no further in-
membered that reports of formatinn can he nhtainad
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formation can be obtained.
More remain mysterious.
But the Alr Ministry types
are the last in the world to
decide that, because some-
thing cannot be explained,

the first wild notion about it
must be true.

Not one of these men |s
known to favor the little men
from Mars. They feel that

when the existence of saucers
is established, it will be time
enough to form theories
about which celestial speck
they come from.

A surprising number of
scientists are involved in
some way in the saucer phe-
nomenon—physicists, psy-
chologists, aeronautical en-
gineers, sociologists, and
others,

The questions that in-
terest them form a strange
pot pourri:

® Perception and self-
deception, hallucination, and
mirages; :

® Tabulation of the variety
of lights, flashes, meteorites,
fireballs, reflections, and so
on, provided by the sky;

® Visual tricks of light, due
to rockets and jet planes at
high speeds and high levels;

® The psychology of rumor
eccentrics, pranksters, pub-
licity seekers, and people
with a neurotic need to ‘get

I - - e &
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wilun a neurotic meed to ‘‘get
in on the act";

® The ideas and supersti-
tions deliberately spread for
commercial purposes:

® And most fascinating of
all — the possibility ?hat
“there might be something
in it after all.”

It is wrong to think of
British experts as sourfaced
spoilsports, who want only to
destroy belief. If the evi.
dence ever begins 1n be con-
vincing, the scientists will be
the most charmed and
excited people on the globe,
But so far . .. no!

Another large enquiry
body consists of Flying
Saucer and space ship socie-
ties,

Warned
the vagueness, sin-

N
I cerity, credulity and

mystery that surround
the subject, the Alir
Ministry deprecates all at-
tempts to stir up apprehen-
sion. And Air Force men
are warned particularly not
to spread Flying Saucer
stories.

If it does nothing else, this
possibly cuts down the

volume of rumor while
Britain waits calmly—firstly
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Britain waits calmly—mnrstly
to learn {f there is a mysterv
at all, and then for possible
solutions.
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